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Geography Curriculum – What will the children actually learn? 

Key Threshold Concepts (Substantive Knowledge) 

When constructing our curriculum, we considered key threshold concepts or “the big ideas” which shape the ways pupils think within each subject. These threshold 

concepts, also known as “substantive knowledge,” are explored in every year group which help pupils gradually increase their understanding of them. Over time this 

approach of revisiting concepts helps children to know more and remember more. In our Geography lessons children are taught the key threshold concepts (substantive 

knowledge) below:  

i) Investigate places   ii) Investigate patterns    iii) Communicate geographically 

The key threshold concepts for each class are set out in our three learning Milestones. Milestone 1 (Years 1 & 2), Milestone 2 (Years 3 & 4) and Milestone 3 (Year 5 & 6). 

These can be seen below alongside the topics that are to be taught in each class. 

Topic Specific Milestones 

In addition to the key threshold Milestones our curriculum sets out progression in the form of topic specific ‘Milestones’ for every topic taught. Each Milestone contains a 

range of descriptors which provide details of the skills, within each topic, to be covered and taught in class. KS1 children work to achieve the objectives set out in Milestone 

1. Lower KS2 children work to achieve the objectives set out in Milestone 2 and upper Key Stage 2 children work to achieve the objectives set out in Milestone 3. 

Vocabulary: 

Research has shown that pupils with the most extensive vocabulary have: 

• better reasoning, inference and pragmatic skills 

• academic success and employment 

• better mental health in adulthood. 

Each milestone introduces a range of age appropriate geographical vocabulary. These are set out below. 
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Key Threshold Milestone 1 (Year 1 & 2) 
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TOPICS TAUGHT in KS1: 

In addition to the specific skills that the children will keep revisiting through the key concepts or substantive knowledge there will be specific learning related to individual 

topics. At Stapleford Primary School children are taught in mixed age classes e.g. Years 1 & 2 together etc. As a result, we have a two-year topic plan to prevent the 

children repeating subject matter. More detail is shown below as to what will be taught within each topic. 

KS1 (Class 3 – Years 1 & 2) Rolling Programme 

 

What will children learn within each topic? 

Climate 

i) Locate and label where polar climates are found. 

ii) Locate and label where equatorial climates are found. 

iii) Locate and label where desert climates are found. 

*Compare and contrast the three climates above. 

iv) Define the word climate. 

v) Describe the physical features of polar climates. 

vi) Describe the physical features of equatorial climates. 

vii) Describe the physical features of desert climates 

*Are there any similarities between the physical features of the three climates above? 

viii)  Investigate why vast numbers of plants and animals thrive in equatorial climates. 

Weather & Extreme Weather 

i) Define the word weather. 

ii) Observe and record the weather for a half term. 

iii) Where does the physical process of weather take place? 

iv) What is: 

a) the atmosphere? 

b) a heatwave? 
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c) a drought? 

d) a flood? 

e) a monsoon? 

f) a blizzard? 

g) a gale? 

h) a cyclone? 

i) a tornado? 

v) Label common weather symbols (include extreme weather symbols) 

vi) Categorise types of weather e.g. mild (breeze), fair, stormy, extreme (hurricane) etc. 

vii) Compare and contrast three types of extreme weather. 

viii) Compare and contrast the weather across all four seasons. 

ix) Summarise the effect of extreme weather on an individual area e.g. floods from monsoons in Bangladesh. 

Describing maps of the world 1 

i) What is a globe? 

ii) What is a map? 

iii) What is an atlas? 

iv) What is a satellite image? 

v) Label a compass rose showing north, south, east and west. 

vi) Label an image of Earth showing the North Pole, South Pole, axis, equator, northen hemisphere and southern hemisphere. 

Describing maps of the world 2 

i) Compare and contrast a map of Earth with a satellite image. 

ii) Point out the main differences between a map and a globe. 

iii) Us an atlas and explain the method to find: 

a) United Kingdom 

b) five oceans 

c) seven continents 

d) location of the school 

The United Kingdom 

i) List (and show on a map) the countries that make up: 

a) Great Britain 

b) The United Kingdom 

c) The British Isles 

ii) Summarise the geographical location of the United kingdom. 

iii) Explain some of the key features of the United Kingdom’s government. 

iv) Compare and contrast a republic with a monarchy e.g. Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
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 The United Kingdom – England 

i) What is the flag of England called? 

ii) What is the national emblem of England? 

iii) What is the highest peak in England? 

iv) What are the Pennines? 

v) What is the largest lake in England 

vi) What is the capital of England? 

vii) What is most land in cities and the countryside used for? 

viii) Compare and contrast the human features of cities and rural areas? 

The United Kingdom – Scotland 

i) What is the flag of Scotland called? 

ii) What is the national emblem of Scotland? 

iii) What is the highest peak in Scotland? 

iv) Locate and mark Loch Ness on a map. 

v) What are archipegalos and munroes? 

vi) Locate and mark on a the Shetland archipegalo. 

vii) What is the captial city of Scotland? 

viii) Compare and contrast the physical and human features of the Scottish Island of Shetland with those of the English Isle of Wight. 

The United Kingdom – Wales 

i) What is the flag of Wales called? 
ii) What is the national emblem of Wales? 
iii) What is the highest peak in Wales? 
iv) What is special about the National Park called the Pembrokeshire Coast? 
v) Compare and contrast the physical and human features of Wales and Scotland. 

The United Kingdom – Northern Ireland 

i) What is the flag of Northern Ireland called? 

ii) What is the capital city of Northern Ireland? 

iii) Locate and mark the Giant’s Causeway on a map. What is it? 

iv) What is special aboout Lough (Lake) Neagh?) Locate and mark it on a map. 

v) Compare and contrast the human and physical features of Northern Ireland and Wales. 

Australia 

i) Locate and mark Australia on a map and a globe.  

ii) Which ocean surrounds Australia? 

iii) Is Australia a country or a continent? (both) 
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iv) What is Australia’s capital city called? 

v) What is Uluru?  

vi) What is Australia’s highest peak? 

vii) What is Australia’s longest river? 

viii) Compare and contrast the main human and physical features of Australia and the United Kingdom. 

Aboriginal people 

i) Who are aboriginal people? 

a) What percentange of Australia’s population is Aboriginal? 

b) Define the words: 

- ancestors 

- indigenous 

- descendants 

- migrants 

- sacred 

ii) Locate and mark Arnhem land and Uluru (Ayres Rock) on a map. 

iii) Why is Uluru sacred to Aboriginal people? 

iv) Compare and contrast everyday life in an Aboriginal village with a city in Australia. 

v) In what ways do the indigenous Aboriginal people have diferent lifestyles from European settlers in Australia? 

Animals (of Australia) 

i) What is a monotreme? 

ii) What is a marsupial? 

iii) Name some of the common birds found in Australia. 

iv) What does nocturnal mean? Name some nocturnal animals that live in Australia. 

v) What is the largest carniverous animal in Australia? 

vi) How many kangaroos live in Australia? 

vii) Compare and contrast some Australian wildlife with the wildlife found in England. 

 

The Great Barrier Reef 

i) What is the Great Barrier Reef and how large is it? 

ii) Locate and label the Great Barrier Reef on a map. 

iii) How many types of corals and fish can be found on the Great Barrier Reef? 

iv) Invistigate the diversity of marine mammals found near the Great Barrier Reef. 

v) Summarise information about the Great Barrier Reef’s physical features. 

vi) Summarise how human activity is affecting the health of the Great Barrier Reef. 
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Daintree Rainforest 

i) Locate and mark the Daintree Rainforest on a map. 

ii) Which climate do rainforests thrive in? 

iii) How old is the Daintree Rainforest? 

iv) Name some endangered animals that live in the Daintree Rainforest. 

v) Compare and contrast the location of the Daintree Rainforest with Sydney. 

London and Sydney 

i) Locate and mark London and Sydney on a map. 

ii) Compare and contrast the cities of London (England) and Sydney (Australia) 

a) locations 

b) weather 

c) populations 

d) landmarks 

e) similarities 

f) tourism 

Continents and oceans 

i) Locate and mark on a map the seven continents. 

ii) Locate and mark on a map the five oceans. 

iii) Explain the difference between a country and a continent. 

iv) Explain the difference between a sea and an ocean. 

v) Why is Antarctica not inhabited? 

The Oceans: Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean and Southern Ocean. 

i) Organise information about the physical features of the five oceans e.g. 

a) What natural resources are found below the floor of the Arctic Ocean? 

b) Which is the largest island in the Atlantic Ocean? 

c) What is the Mariana Trench?  

d) Which is the largest of the Oceans? 

e) How much of the Earth’s surface does the largest ocean cover? 

f) What is commonly seen floating in the Southern Ocean? 

ii) Which natural resource lies beneath the Indian Ocean? 

iii) What is the Suez Canal and why is it important? (transport of goods) 

iv) Compare and contrast two oceans 
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Key Threshold Milestone 2 (Year 3 & 4) 
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TOPICS TAUGHT in Lower KS2: 

In addition to the specific skills that the children will keep revisiting through the key concepts or substantive knowledge there will be specific learning related to individual 

topics. At Stapleford Primary School children are taught in mixed age classes e.g. Years 3 & 4 together etc. As a result, we have a two-year topic plan to prevent the 

children repeating subject matter. More detail is shown below as to what will be taught within each topic. 

Lower KS2 (Class 2 – Year 3 & 4) Rolling Programme 

 

What will children learn within each topic? 

Earthquakes and volcanoes: Plate tectonics 
i)  Label and describe the Earth’s: 

a) core 
b) outer core 
c) mantle 
d) crust 

ii)  What is a tectonic plate? 
iii) Locate and label the main plate tectonic boundaries on a map. 
iv) Categorise the Earth’s main tectonic plates in terms of how they are moving. 
v) Explain the tectonic process that would lead to an earthquake. 
vi) Explain the physical process that would result in a mountain range being formed. 
vii) What are the similarities and differences in the physical features of a volcano and a mountain? 
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Earthquakes and volcanoes: The Pacific Ring of Fire 
i) Locate and label The Pacific Ring of Fire on a map. 
ii) Explain the process that forms volcanoes. (Subduction) 
iii) Explain why 90% of the world’s volcanoes happen around the Pacific Ring of Fire. 
iv) Explain the difference between magma and lava. 
v) Explain the difference between active, dormant and extinct volcanoes. 
vi) Investigate one of the Pacific Ring’s most explosive volcanoes. 

 
Earthquakes and volcanoes: Impact 

i) Locate and label on a map the areas affected by the: 
a) 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami 
b) 1906 San Fransisco earthquake 
c) 79 CE eruption of Vesuvius. 

ii) Investigate the extent of the area affected by the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami. 
iii) Describe the scale used for measuring the magnitude of earthquakes. 
iv) Describe the scale for measuring the intensity of volcanoes. 
v) Investigate the consequences of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE. 

 
Describing maps of the world 1 

i) Locate and label the equator on a map. 
ii) Locate and label the Tropic of Capricorn and the Tropic of Cancer on a map. 
iii) Where is the area known as the tropics? (between the Tropic of Capricorn and the tropic of Cancer) 
iv) Describe the weather in the tropics. 

 
Europe 

i) Which landmass is Europe part of?  
ii) What are the two main boundaries between Europe and Asia? 
iii) How many countries are there in Europe? 
iv) How many different languages are spoken in Europe? 
v) Locate and label the countries of Europe. 
vi) Investigate some of the cultural differences between eastern and western European countries e.g. food, languages 
vii) Compare and contrast the location of Europe and of North America. 

 
Europe: Population 

i) What is the population of Europe? Why is this surprising? 
ii) Define the words: 

a) inhabitants 
b) city-state 
c) population 

iii) Summarise information about the populations of the largest and smallest European countries. 
iv) Investigate the Vatican City. 
v) Graph the populations of the countries of Europe. 
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vi) Demonstrate how densely populated Europe is compare to Africa. 
vii) Compare the population of the United Kingdom with France. 

 
Europe: Rivers 

i) Define the words: 
a) primary 
b) source 
c) delta 
d) traverse 

ii)  Mark the routes of the five primary rivers in Europe on a map and label them with their name and length. 
iii) On the same map, label their sources and the bodies of water into which they flow. 
v) Locate and label the landlocked seas in Europe. 
vi) Investigate one of the five primary rivers in Europe. 

 
Europe: Mountains 

i) What are two names for the top of a mountain? 
ii) How do you measure the height of a mountain? 
iii) What is a mountain range? 
iv) What is the highest mountain in Europe? 
v) Which mountain range is it part of? 
vi) What is the highest peak in the European Alps? 
vii) Locate and label the 11 European mountain ranges on a map. 
viii) Organise information about the 11 European mountain ranges. 

 
Transportation: Cities 

i) Define the words: 
a) transportation 
b) congestion 
c) pollution 

ii) List the main types of transport used in cities. What are their advantages and disadvantages? 
iii) Classify types of transport in terms of the amount of pollution they create. 
iv) How is London trying to reduce transport congestion? 
v) How is London trying to reduce traffic pollution?  

 
Transportation: National 

i) List some reasons why people travel in the UK. 
ii)  List, in order, the most frequently used forms of transport in the UK. 
ii) What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type of travel? 
iii) Explain what a transport network is. 
iv) Why are canals not used as much as they used to be for transporting goods? 
v) Do you agree? – Motorways are the best way to travel between cities.  
vi) Identify and mark on a map: 
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a) a motorway 
b) a main road 
c) a secondary road 
d) a minor road 
e) a railway 
f) a bridleway 
g) a cycle path 
h) an airport 
i) a canal 

 
Transportation: International 
 

i) What does international transportation mean? 
ii) What is the main reason for international transportation? 
iii) Explain what the following are: 

a) canal 
b) cargo ship 
c) port 

iv) Locate and label on a map: 
a) The Suez Canal 
b) The Panama Canal 
c) Shanghai (the world’s largest port)  

Write a description about each of the above. Why are they important? 
v) List, in a table, the advantages and disadvantages of: 

a) Air travel 
b) Sea freight 
c) Passenger ships 
d) Rail 
e) road  

 
Describing maps of the world 2 
 

i) Explain what the Prime Meridian is and identify it on a globe. 
 
Landscapes and weathering 
 

i) Explain how landforms change due to the physical process of weathering? 
ii) Explain how the two types of weathering (mechanical and chemical weathering) affect landforms. 
iii) What are some of the human processes that contribute to chemical weathering? 
iv) Provide examples of where chemical weathering can be seen. 
v) Explain how changing human process may lead to a reduction in chemical weathering. 
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Erosion and deposition: Rivers 
 

i) Define: 
a) erosion 
b) transportation 
c) deposition 

ii) Draw, label and describe the three stages of a river. 
iii) Draw and label the features of: 

a) a meander 
b) an ox-bow lake 
c) a delta 

iv) Identify patterns in the relationship between the stages of a river and the amount of erosion and deposition that takes place. 
v) Explain why, when a river floods at its mature stage, the soil becomes more fertile. 
vi) Investigate the River Volga delta and relate this to your knowledge of deposition. 

 
Erosion and deposition: Coasts 
 

i) What is a coast and which country has the longest coastline in Europe? 
ii) Draw and label the main physical features seen at a coast. 
iii) What causes erosion at coasts? 
iv) Describe the physical processes that create: 

a) caves 
b) bays 
c) headlands 
d) arches 
e) stacks 
f) cliffs 
g) beaches 

v) Compare and contrast erosion and deposition in coasts and rivers. 
vi) Explain how sea walls, rock armour and groynes are used to try to reduce the amount of coastline erosion. What are the advantages and disadvantages of each? 

 
The water cycle: The cycle 
 

i) Define the word atmosphere. 
ii) What does the term continuous cycle mean? 
iii) Illustrate and describe the five steps of the water cycle. 
iv) Relate your knowledge of the water cycle to your knowledge of the formation of rivers. 

 
The water cycle: Clouds and precipitation 
 

i) What is a cloud and how are they formed? 
ii) Define the word precipitation. 
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iii) Draw and label the different types of clouds in their correct position in the atmosphere. 
iv) What do the prefix “nimbo” and the suffix “nimbus” mean? 
v) Identify clouds in pictures. 
vi) Explain how meteorologists use clouds to forecast the weather. 

 
Climate change 
 

i) Define the words weather and climate. 
ii) Describe the physical process of climate change. 
iii) Describe the: 

a) Causes of climate change 
b) Effect of climate change on the planet 
c) Effect of climate change of animals 
d) Effect of climate change on humans 
e) How attempts have been made to manage climate change 

iv) Compare and contrast human processes before and after the industrial revolution and explain how this is thought to have affected the Earth’s climate. 
v) Identify three geographical areas around the world where climate change is having a noticeable effect e.g. receding glaciers, melting polar ice caps, higher 

temperatures, extreme weather. 
 
International trade: Food 
 

i) Define the words 
a) import 
b) export 
c) food miles 
d) food security 

ii) Create a graph of the most traded foods internationally. 
iii) Why are oranges and bananas imported into the United Kingdom?  
iv) Explain some of the concerns about food miles. 
v) Give reasons why coffee is the most traded beverage. 
vi) Investigate the seafood trade and draw conclusions about why some foods are more traded than others. 

 
International trade: Natural resources 

 
i) Define what a natural resource is. 
ii) List and describe the uses of some common natural resources. 
iii) Locate and label on a map where: 

a) most of the world’s nickel and copper is mined. 
b) most of the world’s oil is produced. 

iv) Explain what copper ore is and how it is processed into a useful material. (Batteries for electric cars) 
v) Explain why the diversity in physical features across the world give rise to the import and export of natural resources. 
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International trade: Tourism 
 
i) Define the word tourism.  
ii) What is international tourism and why is it good for the economy of the country being visited? 
iii) Locate on a map the most visited tourist destinations in France, England, Spain, Germany, Greece, Italy and Russia. 
iv) Classify types of tourism. 
v) Explain why diversity of tourist attractions is useful. 
vi) Explain why people travel on from one country to another for tourism. 
vii) Relate your knowledge of international tourism to your knowledge of international travel and make some generalisations. 

 
Describing maps of the world 3 
 

i) Locate and label on a map: 
a) The equator 
b) The prime meridian 
c) The western and eastern hemispheres. 
d) Lines of latitude (explain what the lines are used for). 
e) Lines of longitude (explain what the lines are used for). 

ii) Using your knowledge of map techniques (above) describe the locations of: 
a) Greenwich in London 
b) Stapleford Primary School 
c) The capital cities of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
d) Any five European capital cities e.g. Paris, Berlin, Rome, Athens, Madrid 

iii) Use your knowledge of longitude to explain the concept of time zones. 
iv) Explain what the international date line is and how it is linked to the prime meridian. 
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Key Threshold Milestone 3 (Year 5 & 6) 
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TOPICS TAUGHT in Upper KS2: 

In addition to the specific skills that the children will keep revisiting through the key concepts or substantive knowledge there will be specific learning related to individual 

topics. At Stapleford Primary School children are taught in mixed age classes e.g. Years 5 & 6 together etc. As a result, we have a two-year topic plan to prevent the 

children repeating subject matter. More detail is shown below as to what will be taught within each topic.  

Upper KS2 (Class 1 – Years 5 & 6) Rolling Programme 
 

Subject Year A (2022-2023), (2024-2025) (2026-2027) etc.  Year B (2021-2022), (2023-2024), (2025-2026) etc. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term  Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 
Geography 

 
(see Chris Quigley: 

geography Curriculum 
Companion for topic 

details) 

 

Human & physical 
geography 
 
Biomes and Climate Zones: 
 
- Temperate deciduous 

forest biome 
 
- Marine biome 
 
- Desert biome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Place knowledge: 
 
South America: 
 
- South America – 

population 
 
- South America – rivers 
 
- South America - 

mountains 

 
Locational knowledge: 
 
Using maps: features 
 
Using maps: four-figure grid 
references 
 
Using maps: six-figure grid 
references 

 
Human & physical 
geography 
 
Biomes and Climate Zones: 
 
- Taiga biome 
 
- Freshwater biome 
 
- Rainforest biome 
 

 
Place knowledge: 
 
North America: 
 
- North America - population 
 
- North America - rivers 
 
- North America - mountains 
 

 
Human & physical 
geography 
 
Biomes and Climate Zones: 
 
- Ice biome 
 
- Savannah biome 
 
- Grassland biome 

What will children learn within each topic? 

Biomes and climate zones: 

i) What is a biome? 
ii) Define the word climate. 
iii) What is a climate zone? 
iv) Compare and contrast the locations of the seven climate zones. 

 
Temperate deciduous forest biome 

 
i) Locate three temperate forest biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for temperate deciduous forest biomes.  
iii) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
v) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 
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Marine biome 

i) Locate three marine biomes on a map. 
ii) Describe the difference between a terrestial and aquatic biome. 
iii) Create a knowledge web for marine biomes.  
iv) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
vi) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

Desert biome 

i) Locate three desert biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for desert biomes.  
iii) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
vii) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 
South America: 

 
i) Locate South America on a globe and on a map: 

a) Label the landlocked countries of South America on a map. 
b) Mark South America’s largest lake on a map (Lake Titicaca – shared by Bolivia and Peru) 
c) Mark the Falkland Islands (British overseas territory) on a map. 

ii) Describe the geographical features of South America 
a) Climate zones  
b) biomes  
c) population  
d) languages 

ii) Define the words: 
a) indigenous 
b) colony 

iii) Explain the link between colonisation and the diversity of languages spoken across South America e.g. they speak Dutch in Suriname. 
 
South America – population: 

 
i) Define the terms: 

a) population density 
b) sparely populated 

ii) What is the approximate population of South America? 
iii) What does the term “median age” mean and what is the median age in South America? 
iv) Locate on a map the five most populous cities in South America. 
v) Compare and contrast the populations of Brazil and Canada. 
vi) Why do you think areas in the Amazon basin less populated than coastal areas at the mouth of the Amazon River? 
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South America – rivers: 
 

i) Define the term: 
a) tributary 

ii) Describe what a river basin is. 
iii) Locate and mark on a map the three main river basins in South America. 
iv) List information about the physical features of South America’s three main river basins. 
v) Locate on a map the highest waterfall in the world (Angel falls).  
vi) Compare and contrast the location into which the Amazon and the Volga rivers discharge. 
vii) Propose reasons why the Amazon does not have a delta whereas the Volga does. 

South America – mountains: 

i) Compare and contrast the features of a topographic map and those of a political map, using examples from South America. 
ii) Why might a geographer use a variety of map types? 
iii) Locate and mark on a map: 

a) the Andes mountain range  
b) the highest peak in the Andes (Aconcagua 6,961m) 
c) the highest capital city in the world (Machu Picchu) 

iii) Define the term: 
a) seismic activity 

iv) Describe where the Andes mountain range is and how it was formed (tectonic subduction). 
v) What is a plateau? Suggest reasons why civilisations chose to build cities on them (citadels). 

 
Using maps: Features 
 

i) On a map of Europe locate and label: 
a) title 
b) compass rose 
c) key 
d) lines of logitude and latitude 
e) scale 

 Describe the purpose of each. 
ii) Using the above features create your own map of an area you know well. 
iii) Investigate how scales of maps, of the same place, give differing levels of detail. 

 
Using maps: Four-figure  and six-figure grid references 
 

i) What are the horizontal and vertical lines on a map called? 
ii) What is a grid reference? 

a) What is a four-figure grid reference? 
b) What is a six-figure grid reference? 
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c) Why might you use a six-figure grid reference rather than a four-figure grid reference? 
iii) Use your knowledge of four-figure grid references to find the grid reference for: 

a) Stapleford Primary School 
b) fives places in the countryside near to your school e.g. the churches in Stapleford, Bramfield and Waterford. 
c) the centre of Hertford. 
d) the centre of London, Paris, Madrid, Berlin, Rome and Athens. 

iv) Use your knowledge of six-figure grid references to name and locate 10 places on urban and rural maps. 
 
 
Taiga biome 
 

i) Locate three taiga biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for taiga biomes.  
iii) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 
Freshwater biome 
 

i) Locate three freshwater biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for freshwater biomes.  
iii) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 
Rainforest biome 
 

i) Locate three rainforest biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for rainforest biomes.  
iii) Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 
North America: 
 

i) Compare and contrast the geographical location of North America with that of Europe. 
ii)  At which latitude is the border between the two largest countries (USA and Canada) in North America? 
iii) Compare and contrast the physical and human diversity of areas of high and low latitude in North America. 
iv) Investigate why the southern parts of North America are more prone to hurricanes than the northern parts. 

 
North America – population: 
 

i) Define the terms: 
a) colonise 
b) indigenous 
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c) metropolitan 
d) most populous 
e) sparsely populated 
f) population density 

ii)  Compare and contrast the most and least populous places in North America. 
iii) Graph information about the populations of the ten most pupolous cities in North America. 
iv) Describe the changes in the population of North America from the 1500s to the 1600s. 

 
North America – rivers: 
 

i) Locate and label on a map three of the most significant rivers of North America. 
ii)  Describe the significant physical features of each of these rivers. 
iii) Define the term: 

a) confluence 
iv) Investigate the physical features found along the Colorado River E.g. Grand Canyon, Dams 
v) Investigate how goods are traded using North American rivers. 
vi) Explain why pollution in a river affects more than one population. Use the Rio Grande as an example. 

 
North America – mountains: 
 

i) Locate and mark on a map: 
a) the geographical location of North America’s mountain ranges 
b) the highest peak in North America (Danali 6,194m) 

ii)  Show how the western coast of North America is part of a wider seismic zone (The Pacific Ring of Fire). 
iii) Compare and contrast the features of a topographic map and those of a political map, using examples from North America. 
iv) Why might a geographer use a variety of map types? 
v) Compare and contrast the physical features of mountainous regions of North America with the Great Plains. 

 
Ice Biome 
 

i) Locate three ice biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for ice biomes. 
iii)  Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 
Savannah biome 
 

i) Locate three savannah biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for savannah biomes.  
iii)  Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 
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Grassland biome 
 

i) Locate three grassland biomes on a map. 
ii) Create a knowledge web for grassland biomes.  
iii)  Compare and contrast the knowledge web you have created for this biome with those you have created for other biomes. 
iv) Describe the human processes that affect this biome. 

 


